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Post-1300 AD French Architecture 
Introduction 
France is among the modern countries with a rich history in art. The country's contemporary architectural designs reflect its history in art and designs. The Eiffel tower is one of the iconic architectural structures in the world today. It is an iconic landmark that gives Paris its identity and depicts the country's ingenuity in designs. The current impressive architectural designs in France indicates the richness of the country's art history. A look into the past structural designs shows improvement in the aesthetic and quality of the structures. The French artists and architects build on the work of their predecessors to create impressive buildings. The paper explores the similarities and differences of 15th and 17th-century architectural designs of a window frame and building, respectively. It explores the factors that caused the differences in the design and their indication of the social, economic, and political environment. 
Window Frame [image: https://lh6.googleusercontent.com/5mfEjnv0Ay5MIsZgdTtXCKnx9jacJ1CmS0es4-o4G_AVi-mpxJW4iDj5krLNufsaIpTYoLGhe89KnuJB5Re5KTSgbyZ5zyxaTYaXmwPnDT04LgPUZMF3YM2WXWe3rF4oi69kuqZ6]
[bookmark: _GoBack]         Date: 15th century 
Geography: France 
Culture: French
Medium: Stone 
Dimensions: 104 3/4 x 109 3/4 in. 
Classification: Sculpture-Architectural 
Credit Line: Gift of Jacques Seligmann, 1909 
Accession Number: 09.145a-k 
This artwork is currently on display in Gallery 12
Architecture de Marot: Le Grand Marot (Set  
Architecture de Marot: Le Grand Marot[image: https://lh6.googleusercontent.com/xOjuE7KOCMa5oHzawOIPTX8F9uwO1xBeLhJRUOWykxCIvjmHzpx1bLRNbw9jCz4rTR_2kn-Rj6Qn0vr9hu0XMRveIio_cG5coZCWGt8uk_ohHkuE0F6bTZ6ONFEpGStsPBZd2UJO] (Set A)
Architect: Jean Marot (French, Paris 1619–1679  
Paris) 
Date: 17th century 
Culture: French
Medium: Illustrations: engraving 
Dimensions: 18 3/8 × 12 1/16 × 1 15/16 in. (46.6  
× 30.6 × 5 cm) 
Classification: Books, Ornament & Architecture 
Credit Line: Rogers Fund, 1952 
Accession Number: 52.519.185
	Analysis 
	Art and architecture are dynamics as artists change to either fit or reflect their current environment. The striking differences between the above images show that French architects changed their approach to design to reflect the changing social, political, and economic environment at the time. The first image is a 15th-century architectural design of a window frame, whereas the second one is a 17th-century architectural design of a building. Notably, the design of the two images is shows similarity with the contemporary architect in France. Further, the images provide an insight into the social and economic changes in France.
Firstly, the distinct feature between the two images is the size of the frame. The 15th-century image has a large frame compared to the second picture. One of the possible causes of the reduction in the size of the frames is a move towards minimalism and environmental conservation. Large frames consume a lot of materials to construct, resulting in wastage. Further, the advancement in building technology resulted in the development of efficient materials to build the frames. Thus, there was a reduction in the size of window frames to support the structure. Steel and iron are strong compared to wood, hence the reduced size of the frames. The decrease in the size of the frames indicates that French civilization realized positive advancement in their construction techniques. 
Secondly, the first image has wire mesh on the windows. The artist’s decision to include the mesh on the window frame was possibly influenced by the structures at the time. Thus, the mesh indicates that people undertook additional security measures to enhance safety. The mesh depicts possible security issues at the time, forcing residents to take additional measures to secure their property. The artist in the first image used their talent to show the security environment at the time. Contrastingly, the second image is a design of a multi-story building with elegant window designs. It does not have mesh on its windows, indicating an improved security situation of the duration. The two images show the rapid development of French civilization within two centuries, resulting in an improved social environment.
Additionally, the two pieces use different materials. The window frame piece uses stone as a medium, whereas the second art is an engraving. The difference in materials used in the two items is partly due to variation in representation. In the first image, the artist depicts a small section of a building, hence the use of a stone medium. On the other hand, the second drawing is an architectural presentation of an entire multi-story building. The artist used engraving as a medium to present the work to the public. The use of different materials in the two pieces shows that artists had access to different mediums to present their work. Regardless, each medium used served the intended purpose of producing a high-quality art piece.
Further, the two pieces have different implied textures.  Gatys, Ecker, & Bethge (2017) describe texture in art as the visible roughness of a given item. Artists can make their item look rough but feels smooth. The two images have different textures, with the Window Frame looking rough, whereas the Le Grand Marot looks smooth. The difference in the texture of the materials is partly due to the objects presented in each work. For example, the first image is a dilapidated window frame, hence the rough texture. Le Grand Marot is an architectural design of a multi-story building hence the smooth texture. Further, the different mediums used in the two pieces partly contributed to the variations in texture. The Window Frame is made of stone, making it challenging to realize a smooth texture. The texture variations between the two pieces do not affect the quality of their visual impression.
The two items also have distinct forms. The first depth of the first image is deeper than Le Grand Marot. The Window Frame’s artist adopted a dense form to depict the various elements of the structure. For example, the large frames of the window required a deeper depth compared to the second image. The artist further used the piece's form to reflect the dilapidation in buildings at the time. The Window Frame shows an old structure with broken frames compared to Le Grand Marot, a modern design. Also, the depth difference between the two arts is due to the medium used. A stone medium in Window Frame makes it possible to have deep pieces. The artists used different forms to present their work to their audience.
In conclusion, the two images analyzed in the paper shows progression in French architecture between 15th and 17th century. The artists used available materials to present different architectural elements of their time. The two pieces have several distinctive features that make them unique. They have different textures, form, and materials Window Frame uses stone medium, whereas Le Grand Marot is an engraving. Regardless, the two images illustrate the French architectural designs in the 15th and 17th centuries. 
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